








In recent years, China has been one of the major players in the 
arena of international politics. Such success can’t avoid drawing 
interest and reasonable envy from other economically developed 
countries, as even now China increasingly provokes competition in 
some industries, not only by its prices but also by its quality.

Active external economic link development 
is mainly what explains Chinese success. And 
China’s main partner within the timber complex 
is Russia. Read how Chinese and Russian 
cooperation is developing.

The Evidence
This picture is not pretty. Day and night, 
a long chain of wagons carrying Angarian 
Pine disappears from the Russian Far-East 
and Siberia. They are on their way to China. 
What for?

The main gate in China for Russian wood is 
the Manzhouli railway station. This town is 
an important gateway for timber and oil from 
Western and Eastern Siberia. Each day, about 
18,000 m³ of Siberian pine and birch logs are 
reloaded there and sent throughout China.

Near the station logs are re-sorted by diameter, 
loaded by trucks or by wagons and sent to 
woodworking facilities. They saw, dry, chip, and 
produce furniture, and export to 30 countries 
(mainly the US).

Who is benefiting?
The Chinese work 24 hours 8 days a week. 
They get 70 euro per month and are happy 
to have the work. Their companies are happy 
to get the raw material from Russia, cheap 
labor, and growing US consumption.

The trading companies in importing countries, 
including US and European consumers, enjoy 
unbeatably priced wood products.

Western and Chinese investors alike are more 
than glad to invest in this growing industry. 
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